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TN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claim 40 as foUowtf: 

1. (ORIGINAL) A communications system, compming: 

a gateway, communicatively coupleablc to a terrestrially-based nerwodc; 
a communications pktform disposed in a stratospheric location, for transpoading 
information between at least one of a plurality of user terminals and the gateway. ^ 

2. (ORIGIN! AL) The commuxucations ayatem of Claim 1, wherdn the gateway 
aggregates all data traffic comprising the information between the plurality of user terminals. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The communications system of Claim 1 , wherdn tlie gateway 
aggregates all data traffic comprising Ae information between each of the user terminals and dae 
terrestrially-based network. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The communications system of Claim 1, wherein: 
the user terminal includes an unsteered user terminal ant^cnna charactcrijiable by a 

beamwidtb; and 

the communications platform maintains an apparent position relative to the user terminal 
widiin the beamwidth of the user terminal antenna. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The conwiunicarions system of Claim 1, wherein the system 
comprises more than one conomunicarions platform. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The communications system of Claim 5, wherein 
the gateway directly conamunicatcs with moxc th^n one communications platform. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The communications system of Claim 6, wherein the user terminal 
communicates with only one communications platfotm- 

8. (ORIGINAL) The commuxtications system of Claim 1 » wherein the user terminal 
communicates with the communications platform in a first frequency band, and the 
communications platform communicates with the gateway in a second frequency band. 
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9. (PREVIOUSLY PRBSENIBD) The communications system of Claim 1 , wherein 
the stratospheric location of the communications platform is within a predctctmined distance of the 
user terminal to maintain communications between the communications platform and the user 
terminal 

10. (ORIGINAL) The communicarions system of Claim 1, wherein the gat^ay 
comprises a plurality of gateway antennae, separated fconx each other by a distance sufficient to 
provide spatial diversity in commvinicating with the cotnmunications platform- 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The communications system of claim 1 0, wbetein the user terminals 
communicate with the communications platform using a communication diversity selected from the 
group comptking: 

spatial diversity; and 
polarization diversity. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The communicadona syattim of Claim 1, wherein the system 
comprises at least two communication platforms in overlapping positions. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The communications system of claim 1. wherein each user terminal is 
associated with a cell and user terminals in overlapping cells communicate with different 
commimications platforms through spatial diversity- 

1 4. (ORIGINAL) The communication system of Claim I , wherein the information is 
traasponded according to a coding technique selected from the group comprising time division 
multiple acccftii (CDMA) and code division multiple access (CDMA). 

15. (ORIGINAL) A communications signal, generated by performiiig the steps of: 
receiving a first signal from a user terminal having a user terminal antenna in a stratosphere- 
based communications platform, wherein the conununications platform maintains an apparent 
position relative to the user terminal within a beamwidth of the user terminal antenna; and 
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trampoading the first signal from the attatosphcre-based commuoications platform to a 
gataAVAy ground Citation. 

16. (ORIGINA]..) 'Vht signal of claim 15, wherein the terrestrially-based network is the 
Internet 

17. (ORIGINAL) The signal of daim 15, wherein the first signal is transtnitted in one 
of a plurality of beams to the gateway ground station having a plutaHty of aotcnnae disposed to 
provide spatial diversity among each of the plurality of beams. 

18. (ORIGINAL) A method for communicating from a user terminal, comprising: 
receiving a first signal from the user terminal having an anterma in a stratosphere-based 

communications platform, wherein the communications platform maintains an apparent position 
relative to the user terminal within a beamwidth of a user terminal antenna; 

transponding the first signal ftom the stratosphere-based communicadons platform to a 
gateway ground station. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The mtsthod of claim 1 8. furdier comprising the steps of: 
receiving the first signal from tlae gateway ground station in the cornmunications platform; 

and 

transponding the first signal from the commiuiicarions platform to a second user terminal. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The mediod of claim \ 8. furdier comprisii^ig the steps of: 
transmitting the first signal ftom the gateway ground station to the terrestrially-based 

network. 

21 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 20, wherein the terrestrially-based network is the 
Internet. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The medaod of claim 18, wherein the first signal is transponded by 
one of a plurality of beams to xh^ gateway ground station having a plurality of antennae disposed to 
provide spatial diversity among each of the plurality of beams. 

4. 
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23. (ORIGINAL) A communicatious system, compnsing: 

a user temmial for transmitting and receiving data through a terresttial-based network; and 
wherein the user terminal commimicates with a gateway via a stratospheric-based 
commimications platform transponder. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The communications system of claim 2^, wherein: 
die user terminal includes an unatccrcd wet terminal antenna chatactoriaable by » 

beamwiddi; and 

the communications platform maintains an apparent position relative to the user terminal 
within the beamwidth of the user tetminal antenna. 

25. (ORIGINAL) The communicatioDS system of claim 23, wherein the user terminal 
communicates with the communications platform in a first frequency band, and die 
communications platform communicates with the gateway in a second ftequency band. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The communicationB syfttem of claim 23, wherein tiie gateway 
comprises a plurality of gateway antennae, separated from each other by a distance sufficient to 
provide spatial diversity in communicating with the conrununications platform. 

27. (ORIGINAL) l*he communications system of claim 26, wherein the distance is at 
least 200 meters. 

28. (FRF^VIOUSLY PRESJiNTED) A communications system, comprising: 

a communications platform, the communicadons platform being located in a substantially 
gcoatationary atttitoflpheric location, the commimicadone platform having a transponder for 
communicatinfi directly with a user tenninal, for receiving infortnation from the user terminal and 
for transmitting information to the user terminal; and 

a gateway* communicadng widi the communications platform, for coupling the user temiinal 
with a terresttial-based network through the communications platform. 
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29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) UTte communicadons system of Claim 28, whetein 
the system comprises mote tban one communications platfoim* 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) llie communications system of CJaim 29. wherein 
the gateway communicates with more than one communications platfom^. 

31. (PREVIOUSLY PRtiSEN'XBD) The commimications system of Claim 30, wherein 
the user terminal communicates with only one communicationa platform. 

32. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The commimications system of Claim 28, wherein 
the user terminal commimicates with the communications platform in a first ftequency band, and 
the communications platform communicates with the gateway in a second frequency band. 

33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The conamunications system of Claim 28, wherein 
the stratospheric location of the communications platform is within a predetermined distance of the 
user terminal to maintain communications between the communicationa platform and the uaer 
terminal. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESEN'X'ED) The communications system of Claim 28, wherein: 
the iiser terminal inchades a user terminal atitenna characteri2able by an unurackable 

beamwidth; and 

the communications platform stays within the beamwidth of the user temiinal antenna. 

35. (PREVIOUSLY PRKSENTED) A communications signal, generated by 
performing the steps of: 

sending a first signal from the user terminal to a ctratosphere-buRed subfitantially 
geostationary commvmications platforms 

transponding the first signal from the substantially geostationary stratosphere-based 
communications platform to a gateway ground station; and 

transmitting the first signal ftom the gateway ground station to the terrestrial baaed network. 
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36. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The communications signal of Claim 35, wherein 
the fiiat signal is transmitted from the u$cr terminal to the stratosphere-based substantially 
eeostationary communication8 platform by a user terminal antenna chatacterizable by an unttackable 
beamwidth, and the commimications platform i^tays within the beamwidth of the user terminal 
antenna. 

37, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for communicating between a user 
terminal and a terrestrial-based network, comprising: 

sending a first signal firom the user terminal to a substantially stationary stratosphere-based 
communicadonB platform: 

transponding the first signal ftom the substantially stationary stratosphere-bascd 
communications platform to a gateway ground station; and 

transmitting the first signal from the gateway ground station to the terrestrial based network. 

38* (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of Claim 37, wherein the first signal is 
sent from the user terminal to the stratosphere-based substantially geostationary communications 
platform by a user terminal antenna cbaractcrizablc by an untrackftble beamwidtii, and the 
communications platform stays within the beamwidth of the user terminal antenna- 

39. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A conununications system, comprising: 

a user terminal for transmittitig and receiving data through a terrestrial-based network, 
wherein the user terminal communicates direcdy with a transponder on a communications platform 
located in a substantially geostationary stratospheric location; and 

a gateway^ communicating with the communications platform, for communicatively coupling 
the terrestrial based network to the user terminal through the communicntians platform. 

40. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The communications system of Claim 39. wherein 
the user terminal comprises a user terminal antenna characterizable by an untrackablc beamwidth, 
and the communications platform stays within the beamwidth of the iisfit terminal antenna. 
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